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New Report Examines Dire Impact of Texas’ “Affiliation Regulation”  

Bar of PPFA Clinics Would Impede Access for Nearly 52,000 Low-Income Women 

 

WASHINGTON and NEW YORK – As a federal appeals court considers the legality of Texas’ family 

planning “affiliation regulation,”  a new report provides a preliminary assessment of the impact of the Texas 

rule on preventive care access by low-income women.   

 

“An Early Assessment of the Potential Impact of Texas’ “Affiliation” Regulation on  Access to Care for 

Low-income Women,” released by the Geiger Gibson/RCHN Community Health Foundation Research 

Collaborative, reports on the impact of Texas’ “affiliation rule” on access to cancer screening, preventive 

health care, and family planning services by low-income women. Specifically, the report finds that the 

affiliation rule – which would bar Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA) clinics from 

participating in the state’s Medicaid expansion family planning program because of their affiliation with an 

entity that performs and advocates for legal abortions – jeopardizes access to care for nearly 52,000 low- 

income women. The study reports that PPFA clinics represent the single largest source of health care for 

clients enrolled in the Texas Women’s Health Program (WHP) and that their exclusion would eliminate 

women’s access to 16 of 26 of the state’s largest WHP providers. In FY 2010, PPFA clinics accounted for 

approximately 49 percent of all WHP-financed care, furnishing services to 51,953 WHP clients out of 

105,998 WHP clients served.  Of the 1,469 providers that billed the WGP in FY 2010, 908 (62%) served 10 

or fewer patients, while 368 (25%) served only one patient. The authors conclude that the WHP program 

lacks any reasonable access alternative. 

 

The report also examines the capacity of the state’s community health centers to scale up their services to 

compensate for the loss of PPFA clinics. The authors conclude that it would be virtually impossible for 

health centers to fill the need given cutbacks in state family planning funding and the magnitude of the 

demand for health center services in the state with the nation’s largest proportion of uninsured residents.  

 

“Essentially, health centers would have to grow their WHP participation 12-fold – from fewer than 4,000 

WHP patients to nearly 56,000 – to offset the loss of PPFA clinics from the program,” noted Associate 

Professor Peter Shin, Ph.D, M.P.H., the report’s lead author. Sara Rosenbaum, JD, Harold and Jane Hirsh 

Professor of Health Law and Policy, added, “given the size of the uninsured population and the demands 

already placed on health centers, growth of this magnitude in a short time period is simply impossible.   

 

Julio Bellber, president and CEO of the RCHN Community Health Foundation, said, “Texas’ health centers 

represent a vital source of care for nearly 1 million of the state’s poorest and most medically underserved 
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residents of all ages. But given the pressing needs and the extent of medical underservice in the state, the 

survival of the entire health care safety net is essential.”   

 

To access the policy research brief, click here: 

http://www.gwumc.edu/sphhs/departments/healthpolicy/dhp_publications/pub_uploads/dhpPublication_0900

DA16-5056-9D20-3DFD539FF662D155.pdf. 

 

### 

 

About the Geiger Gibson / RCHN Community Health Foundation Research Collaborative 
The Geiger Gibson Program in Community Health Policy, established in 2003 and named after human rights 

and health center pioneers Drs. H. Jack Geiger and Count Gibson, is part of the School of Public Health and 

Health Services at The George Washington University.  It focuses on the history and contributions of health 

centers and the major policy issues that affect health centers, their communities, and the patients that they 

serve. Additional information about the Research Collaborative can be found online at 

www.gwumc.edu/sphhs/departments/healthpolicy/ggprogram  or at rchnfoundation.org.  

 

About the RCHN Community Health Foundation 

The RCHN Community Health Foundation, founded in October 2005, is a not-for-profit foundation whose 

mission is to support community health centers through strategic investment, outreach, education, and 

cutting-edge health policy research.  The only foundation in the country dedicated to community health 

centers, the Foundation builds on health centers’ 40-year commitment to the provision of accessible, high 

quality, community-based healthcare services for underserved and medically vulnerable populations. The 

Foundation’s gift to the Geiger Gibson program supports health center research and scholarship. For more 

information on RCHN CHF, visit www.rchnfoundation.org. 

 

About the George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services: 

Established in July 1997, the School of Public Health and Health Services brought together three 

longstanding university programs in the schools of medicine, business, and education that we have since 

expanded substantially. Today, more than 1,100 students from nearly every U.S. state and more than 40 

nations pursue undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral-level degrees in public health. Our student body is one 

of the most ethnically diverse among the nation's private schools of public health. http://sphhs.gwumc.edu/ 
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